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Congratulations! The closing papers have been signed and you are now holding the keys to your new 
home. We strive to deliver an exceptional level of service in all phases of the homebuying process and 
are pleased to offer the following information that you may find helpful in making a smooth transition to 
your new home.

Keys to Home
Your real estate agent has supplied 
you with a set of keys that unlocks the 
doors to your new home. To ensure 
security, you should immediately 
change the locks upon moving in.  

Utilities
If you have not already done so, 
contact the local service providers to 
make arrangements for electricity, 
gas, water, phone and cable or satellite 
services. While some providers may 
need as little notice as a day to activate 
your services, it’s best to give them a 
few weeks’ notice.

Owner’s Title Insurance Policy
You may have received a First American 
Title Owner’s Policy at the closing table. 
If this service is not available in your 
area, you will receive your policy by 
mail in four-to-six weeks. 

Recorded Deed
Once recorded in the official county 
records, the original deed to your 
home will be mailed directly to you, 
generally within four-to-six weeks.

Loan Payments
At the closing, written instructions were 
provided with details for making your 
first loan payment. You should receive 
your loan coupon book before your 
first payment is due. If you don’t 
receive your book, or if you have 
questions about your tax and insurance 
escrows, please contact your lender.

Property Taxes
At the closing, property taxes were 
prorated between the buyer and the 
seller based on occupancy time in 
the home. You may not receive a tax 
statement for the current year on the 
home you buy; however, it is your 
obligation to make sure the taxes 
are paid when due. Check with your 
lender to find out if taxes are included 
with your payment and if the tax bill will 
be paid by the lender from escrowed 
funds.

Filing for Homestead
If the home you purchased is in a 
homestead state, you may be required 
to declare homestead or file for a 
homestead exemption. A homestead 

exemption reduces the value of a home 
for state-tax purposes. Please check 
with the local county recorder’s office to 
determine eligibility, filing requirements 
and deadlines.

Postal Service
Your local Post Office can provide the 
necessary Change of Address forms to 
expedite the delivery of mail to your 
new home. You can make the Change 
of Address process faster and easier 
by notifying everyone who sends you 
mail of your new address and the 
date of your move two weeks before 
you move.  Many bills and statements 
provide an area for making an address 
change.

Driver’s License
If your new home is located in a state 
other than your previous residence, 
you may be required by law to obtain 
a driver’s license issued by your 
state of residency. Check with the 
State Department of Motor Vehicles to 
determine eligibility and requirements.

We are committed to orchestrating a professional and stress-free closing. Our knowledgeable professionals 
welcome your title and closing questions at every point in the real estate transaction. 

AN INDEPENDENT AGENT OF FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY
©2013 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.  NYSE: FAF

First American Title Insurance Company makes no express or implied warranty respecting the information presented and 
assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions.  First American, the eagle logo, First American Title, and firstam.com are 
registered trademarks or trademarks of First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. REV: 01/2013


	Text1: Fountain City Title, Ltd.Offices in Bryan and Defiance     419-636-5213Email:  ohiotitlehelp@fountaincitytitle.com


